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| Claims 

UCURRENTLY AMENDED! . A method for business decision support with a computing 
device f or creating a part of an economic venture for evaluating human resources 
utilizing an information network with a plurality of members - a Professional 
| Collaboration Network with at least one Professional layer and at le ast one Trust Layer 
comprising: 

| accessing a professional ability for at least one member from the at least one 
Professional Layer with members wherein the professional ability of said members may 
be assessed using third party knowledge of said members; 

| accessing a Trust Reference for at least one member from the at least one Trust Layer 
with members, with linkages generated by dialog, thereby generating at least one 
connected network of members comprising pairs of connected members and each 
member of each of said connected networks of members being connected to every 
other member of said connected network through a series of pair-wise connections 

| between members of one of s aid at least one T rust Layer in said connected network, 
and wherein a unique path along said pair-wise linkages between any two of said 
members with any one pair-wise linkage traversed only once, is a connection thready 
and wherein the Trust Reference is generated by the contents of such a connection 
thread between anv two members of said at least one Tru st Network: 

. combining for a First Member of the at least one Professional Layer and the at least 
one Trust Layer a user of the dec i sion support cystom, with access to said response 
histori e s of members of at least ono of said Professiona l Layers and linkages between 
momborpof at l east one of said Trust Layers, wherein sa i d user eva l uates an ovaluotod 
the professional ability and the Trust Reference for at least one Second Member of the 
at least one Professional Layer and the at least one Trust Laver membor wherein sa i d 
evaluated member is o member of at least one of said Professional Layer s and at loost 
ono of said Trust Networks j 

thereby enabling tho user of the decision support system to evaluate for said First 
Member, the professional reputation and Trust Reference of said evaluated at least one 
membe fSgcond Member using the response history of said ovatuated - at least one 
membor Second Member and references of members in a connected network to which 
said at least one second evaluated member belongs. 

2. .[CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as In claim 1, wherein said accessing the Trust Reference from the at 
least one Trust Laver further comprising : 
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.obtaining in response from the Trust Layer, communicati ons from a set of 
members -first level Trust Members - that affirm a level of trust of the Second 
Member; 

.Querying at least one Trust Layer of the Professional Collaboration Network 
comprising trust linkages affirming trust measures of said first level Trust 
Members, of the Professional Collaboration Network for each of said first level 
Trust Members; 

.obtaining in response from the Trust Layer of the Professional Collaboration 
Network , communications from a set of members -second level Trust M embers 
- that affirm a level of trust of the first level Trust Members for each of the first 
level Trust Members; 

jterativelv as in the last two steps obtaining a chain of tr ust linkages with 
communications between corresponding n th and ln+1) th level Trust Members 
to affirm a level of trust of the nth level Trust Member bv the (n+lf 1 level Trust 
Member thereby building a connection thread; 

.terminating the iterations of the last step when a predetermined n umber -M- 
of Trust Members of level fn+1) or less are determined to be the First Member, 
thereby generating M complete connection threads; 

.computing one or more aggregate trust measures from the resu lting M or less, 

iterative trust levels available to the First Member. 
wherein a strength of linkage In said Itrust N*etwork between pairs of members 
comprises at least one of the nature of, and the frequency of dialog between said pairs 
of members, 

3, .[CURRENTLY AMEMDED1 A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 1, wherein said accessing the profess ional ability of at 
least one member from the Professional Layer s poco of fields is a Euc l idean space 
comprises: 

.creating a forum for interaction of the members and treads for each discussion 
topic; 

visually representing components of professional fields of members along 
multiple axes representing multiple field types, about an origin, wherein the 
distance from the origin represents the level of competence; 

.visually representing each posting of each member on said forum with 
components of professional field content in the posting along multiple axes 
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representing multiple field types, about an origin, wherein the distance from the 
origin represents the proportion of content in each relevant field; 

. visually representing each response to a posting or another response of each 
member on said forum with components of professional field content in the 
posting along multiple axes representing multiple field types, about an origin, 
wherein the distance from the origin represents the proportion of content in 
each relevant field; 

.thereby creating a tree of different field strength components with accumulated 
responses; 

.accumulating the contributions of each member ; 

thereby using the accumulated contributions of members to assess professional 
competence in any of the fields represented as dimensions. 

with dimcnoions represent i ng fie l ds. 

4. J CURRENTLY AMENDEDl A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 3. wherein the termination of any branch of the tree from 
any thread provides information on the professional competence of the last 
contributor to the thread. 

1> wh e r ei n sa i d references of members - ore from members with d i rect linkages to the 
evaluated member - : 

5. .[CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 1, wherein said fist member is a member of a different 
Trust Layer of the at least one Trust Layer, to the Second Member. 

whorc i n sa i d user of said dec i sion support system is a member of sa i d Trust - Layer and 
sa i d Evaluated member and sa i d us e r belong to the same connected network, and 
whorc i n said user refer e nces arc generated by pair wise eva l uation a long one or more 
connection threads of a reputat i on of ooch member a l ong said conn e ct i on thr e ad from 
said user to tho member of tho connected network wit h a l inkage to tho Evaluated 
Member, in conjunction w i th the reference of tho Evaluated Member. 

6. .[CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 2±, wherein Reputation Guarantees are provided for 
members of the Trust layer further comprises the (n+l)th level Trust Member offering 
a (n+l)th level Reputation Guarantee with a payout and a prem ium for the integrity of 
an n th level Trust Member contingent on the n th level Trust Member offering a nth level 
Reputation Guarantee with a payout and a premium for the integrity of an (n-D* level 
Trust Member wherein thereby iterativelv, the value of "n" changes along said 



| PAGE3,OP5 
PAGE 5/20 * RCVD AT 0(21*2009 3:53:31 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/8 * DNI8:2738300 - CSID:301 320 88 00 ' DURATION (mm-ss>:04-56 



Sep 21 2009 15:57 



301 320 88 00 



connection thread to "0" as defined by the said Second Member along a complete 
thread and wherein said reputation guarantees from the (n+l)th level Trust Member to 
the said Second Member creates a chain of reputation guarantees that support the 
reputation of the Second Member relative to the (n+l)th Trust Member, 
wherein said reputat i on provided by a first member of a second member w i th a direct 
li nkag e along a connection thread is guaranteed thereby creating a reputat i on 
guarantee along a l inkage, and each of the l i nkages in said conn e ct i on thread have 
reputation guarantees thereby creating a guaranteed connection thread. 

7. ^CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 6, 

wherein said (n+l)th Trust Member is the First Member and s aid chain of reputation 
guarantees are provided for a guarantee premiumfe e representing the aggregate of the 
reputation guraantee premia p aid by the **sefFirst Member , 

| 8. ^CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 7, 

wherein the a payout related to the guarantee fee-is paid by each of said guarantors 
through the Professional Collaboration Network, if the reference proves to be inva l id not 
to predict outcome . 

j 9. [PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED1A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 8, wherein a financial institution underwrites one or more 
of said reputation guarantees. 

10. .[CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 1, further comprising a bidding system wherein sard First 
Memberw ep may publish specifications for participation of one or more of said 
members and invite bids for participation and thereafter utilize the Trust Layer and the 

j Professional Layer to evaluate prospects in the context of bids received. 

11. fCAIMCELLEDI A method for busin e ss decision support for creating on economic 
ventur e a s in cl ai m 1 where i n sa i d professional layer comprises members that are one 
or both of query i ng members and respond i ng m e mbers! wh e re i n queries of a querying 
m e mber i n o defined f i e l d in a space of f i e l ds> is r e sponded to by at l east one responding 
member with o response i n o def i ned f i e l d in said space of fie l ds evaluated for re l evance 
by said querying member, thereby one or mor e r e spons e s of sa i d query cr ea ting a 
response trajectory i n sa i d space of fields and re l evance to said quory> ond sequences of 
responses of each of said members to one or more queries cro a t i ng a response history 
and a re l ated profess i ona l reputotion for each of sa i d responding members; 

| 12. JCURRENTLY AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 1, wherein said Professional layer comprises experts who 
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can evaluate a member and are members of the at least one Trust Layer and therefore 
may have connection threads to the First Member and thereby enable a Trust 
Reference by the Professional Collaboration Networks 
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